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Mr. Prat Kumar, Ambassador Richard Verma, Ambassador Meera 
Shankar, Ms. RK, I want to thank AMCHAM for inviting me to this very 
special event.  It has been an incredible journey during the last 25 years 
for Indo-U.S. relations and also for AMCHAM.  I am so pleased that many 
of us are assembled here to recall that story and celebrate this important 
milestone.  Both the ambassadors here and Mr. Prat Kumar had actually 
been collaborators for a long time in this journey and therefore, I am very pleased that they are 
here with us.  In the early 90s if anyone had suggested that India and the U.S. were destined to 
be strategic partners, our sanity would have been questioned. As DCM in Washington in the early 
90s I recall how difficult it was to get high level appointments with the U.S. administration and 
how hard the embassy had to work to convince congressmen and senators to pay attention to 
India.  Those were the days when India was referred to as the basket phase, a black hole, a 
dysfunctional democracy which had no prospects of escaping the mire of policy and 
destitution.  As a scholar Steve Colin once remarked “India for Washington was an object of 
charity and not of strategic importance.”  

Let us fast forward and see where this transformation has taken place in the last 25 years.  India 
has actually been labelled as the defining partnership of the 21st century and let us look at the 
facts - bilateral trade has grown 5 times in the past 10 years to a record of 109 billion dollars in 
2015.  Over 500 companies from the United States operate in India, over 200 from India flourish 
in the United States.  Indian investments have grown from virtual zero level to well over 30 billion 
dollars in 2015 - the US has been and I am sure it will continue to be the largest trading partner 
for India in goods and services.  Indian IT companies in particular have made a mark in United 
States that transact business nearly worth 60 billion dollars every year in the U.S. and support 
nearly half a billion jobs there.   

Now the change of optics on the political front has been equally remarkable.  While every Indian 
Prime Minister since independence has visited the U.S. officially, come to think of it, in the first 
50 years after independence only three American Presidents found time to come to India and 
that has changed.  We have had four presidential visits in the past 20 years and President Obama 
made an unprecedented two visits during his tenure.  President Obama and PM Modi met 9 times 
in two years.  Cabinet level changes are quite possible today, there are about 40 high level 
dialogues marking progress between the government of India and the administration of the U.S. 
which covers almost the entire spectrum of bilateral relations.  The most dramatic developments 
however have been in the field of defense and security cooperation.  For the 5 decades of the 
world war India and the U.S. greeted each other as adversaries and therefore there was minimal 
cooperation.  2005 was a watershed year where we witnessed the evolution of a historic civil 
nuclear cooperation and a 10 year defence cooperation of events in the U.S. India and the U.S. 
will have more joint military exercises than with any other country.  And with the lifting of nuclear 



hatred and technology sanctions against India, the state of art military technology in the U.S. is 
available to us.  From a virtual zero level the import of U.S. defence equipment in India has moved 
to almost 58 billion dollars in the last 10 years. In Dec 2016, the U.S. Congress officially declared 
India as a major defence partner. But I think it will be a mistake to assume that this is a 
transactional relationship - it is not.  Our security cooperation of the United States is premised 
on assessment that the principal threat faced by both the countries arises from an increasingly 
aggressive and belligerent child.  Strengthening India's defence capability and enabling India to 
be the next security provider in the Indian Ocean area is central to America's U.S. rebalance in 
Asia policy.   

Our two nations are tied together with shared values and democratic predations more than a 
million citizens travel each day, every year.  The Indian diaspora with America is over 3 million 
strong and is an important and increasingly visible part of the American mosaic.  The desis, as we 
proudly like to call them, have made their mark there - there is a serving governor, a senator, 
four members of the Congress and an Ambassador to UN with cabinet rank.  Well done and we 
were happy to receive our friend Richard Verma who served with great distinction as the first 
Indian-American Ambassador to India.  Many of the Chairmen of the iconic multinational 
corporations in the U.S. are also of Indian origin.  So my overall assessment is that the Indo-U.S. 
strategic partnership is now strong, robust and irreversible and yet there are doubts raised from 
time to time, every Presidential election raises anxiety about present policies being trashed and 
old friendships being disrupted.  The world has to come to terms with the vagaries of the political 
climate change in the U.S. 

My neighbour in Washington DC was the famous columnist - Mary McRory who has sadly passed 
away.  She once wrote that President Bush behaves as if he is the President of the Planet and not 
of the U.S., well perhaps it is not the President's fault as every country is affected by the policies 
of the sole super power.  It is no surprise that the U.S. President is indeed treated as a super 
leader and now we have President Trump.  He has just concluded a turbulent 100 days marked 
by political polarization, fierce infighting within the administration, incoherent policy and overall 
confusion.  He is in a state of war with the American and the International media and could not 
care less what the world thinks of him.  So, it would be tempting for me to join Mr. Trump's critics 
and ridicule his personality on his policies but I have a slightly different approach.  I start from 
the premise that the American people, in their wisdom, have elected Mr. Trump as their 
President and he is going to be the President of the U.S. for the rest of his tenure.  For all his 
weaknesses we have to accept him as the established leader of the U.S. in the foreseeable 
future.  My concern with President Trump is not with his persona but with his policies and the 
duplications for India.  The question is what policies? The venerable doctor unpronounceable 
Bruzinsky, in a recent op ed in the New York times commented and I quote "the irresponsible, 
uncoordinated and ignorant statements issued by the new Trump administration" and he has 
demanded that President Trump must come forward and put forth his views on policy in a 
coherent Trump doctrine but I don't think the president has taken him very seriously.  So, in the 
absence of a Trump doctrine, I have tried to deduce the contours of an American foreign policy - 
a Trump foreign policy based on what I consider are his basic beliefs and this I have listed into 5 
basic beliefs: 



1.  Is to jumpstart U.S. economy and create jobs for Americans hence the slogans ‘Buy America, 
Buy American, Hire Americans, America First’ and so on 

2. Illegal aliens must be expelled and work visas like H1-B have to be progressively reduced for 
foreign workers. 

3.  All international, regional and bilateral agreements will be reviewed including the WTO, TTIP 
and NAFTA so that a level playing field is created for the United States.  The TTP has already been 
scrapped. 

4.  Radical Islam is an existential threat for the world and especially for the U.S.  This needs to be 
exterminated through military and other means. 

5.  U.S. national interests have priority over global institutions and international grievances and 
to approach the UN and agreements like the climate change protocol. 

Well, if these indeed are the core beliefs of President Trump, India should have very little anxiety 
about any harm to its national interest during the Trump administration.  There are however 
several areas that we need to watch in the coming years and I will focus very quickly on three 
areas where I feel we need to keep a watch. 

1.  Political - the strategic partnership rests on solid bi-partisan support and therefore as I 
mentioned I think it is irreversible.  But it remains to be seen how much of quality time the 
President gives for India because we were a little spoilt with his predecessors - President Obama 
and President George W Bush.  So, the fate of the party are high level dialogues - will depend on 
how much interest President Trump takes in India.  There is much at stake in the forthcoming 
visit of the PM to the U.S.  Contacts have been established at senior levels, our 2 recent visits by 
the NSA Mr. Doval, the Foreign Secretary Mr. Jaishankar and about 10 days ago our FM Mr. Arun 
Jaitley.  PM Modi and President Trump share many qualities in common.  They are both strong, 
charismatic, nationalistic and populist leaders.  Both have a great understanding of business and 
the importance of business relations.  So I am certain they will get along. 

2.  Let's turn to the next area, which is, security and defence relations.  There is a strong and 
cautious element of mutual benefit in this relationship.  India's importance at the largest 
overseas market for the U.S. is recognized.  President Trump also understands the value of India's 
accountability to China which he recognizes as a powerful security and economic threat to the 
U.S.  President Trump's evangelical zeal against radical Islam may also benefit India in its efforts 
to restrain Pakistan and Pakistan's sponsorship of cross border terrorism. Finally, yet to come to 
the field of greater thoughts.  There are some deeply troubling issues here which threaten to 
erupt into crisis situations and we need to keep that in mind. 

4.  Visa issues, though important, must not be elevated into a crisis situation and there should be 
no acrimonious discussion on this issue.  That Indian IT industry has a larger stake in the U.S. and 
through virtual compromise and distant lobbying.  The recent announcement by Infosys that they 



will get 10,000 American jobs in the next two years, I think is a welcome move. I think locating 
their facility in Indiana in the state of Vice President Pence, I think these are pretty smart moves.   

There is trouble brewing for India however as President Trump's ‘America First,’ ‘Buy America,’ 
‘Hire Americans’ are heading for a clash with PM Modi's ‘Make in India’ and other flagship 
projects.  This is something that I discussed very briefly with your Chairman Mr. Pratyush Kumar 
and I am sure the Indian industry - American industry will find a way of resolving this confliction. 

There are also unresolved intellectual property issues especially in the pharmaceutical 
sector.  The government's latest move to replace branded pharmaceutical with generics is bound 
to meet with some resistance from U.S.  India promises to grow at 7.5 to 8% per year in the 
foreseeable future and is poised to become a major global economy. 

AMCHAM, I feel, has a special role to play as a facilitator for expanding U.S.-India economic 
relations especially as more comments are declared a level of 500 million dollars as the target for 
bi-lateral trade in the coming years.  There is a further challenge of negotiating a free trade 
agreement or bi-lateral investment agreement with the U.S.  Let me therefore conclude with my 
warmest felicitations to AMCHAM for completing 25 glorious years and my best wishes for even 
greater success in the next 25 years. 

 


