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Parties
agree on

need for
industry

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, July 11: The ruling
Left Front, Trinamul Congre-
ss and the Congress agreed to-
day that industry was the way
forward for Bengal in a rare
show of solidarity.

At a panel discussion titled
American Investor Interest:
Positioning West Bengal, or-
ganised by the American Cha-
mber of Commerce India, Cal-
cutta chapter, and The Tele-
graph, representatives of the
three political parties agreed
to put aside disagreements
when it came to industrialisa-
tion in the state.

“We should not let political
differences interfere with the
process of industrialisation
in West Bengal. The parties
should meet once in a while
to chalk out the way forward
together,” said Mausam Be-
nazir Noor, the Congress
Lok Sabha MP from Malda
North, who was one of the
panelists.

Trinamul general secreta-
ry Partha Chatterjee and for-
mer CPM MP Shamik Lahiri
agreed that though there is a
debate on which is the best
path to industrialisation, th-
ere was nodoubt that industry
is important for Bengal's de-
velopment.

This, however, was the on
ly silver lining in a discussion

| that was clouded bv Bengal's

shortcomings in providing an
investor-friendly atmosphere.

The discussion was moder-
ated by journalist Vir San-
ghvi.

Ronen Sen, a former Indi-
anambze.odor to the US whe
delivered the kevnote address,
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Ronen Sen at the panel discussion in a Calcutta hotel.
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pointed out that the overall
perception of Bengal is that it
is not investor-friendly.

“Foreign investors look at
experiences of Indian compa-
nies and if Indian companies
are walking out of a state then
it does not reflect well on the
state,” Sen said.

Panelists said Bengal's po-
tential because of its geograp-
hical location, human resou-
rces and ready market — argu-
ments put forward by IT min-
ister Debesh Das and Lahiri in
the state’s favour — would not
be realised as long as the mi-
ndset of the people remained
unchanged.

“Potential energy does not
get converted into kinetic en-
ergy on its own. There is trans-
formation waiting in the east
but the question is whether
Bihar is going to lead that cha-
nge and West Bengal is going
to be the last.” said Bibek De-
broy. economist and professor.
Centre for Policy Research.

Three corporate panelists
— Tejpreet Singh Chopra,
CEO and president of GE Ind-
ia and chairman of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce,
Gautham Mukkavilli, director
of PepsiCo India Holding and
president PepsiCo Internatio-
nal. India region, and Michael
Boneham, president and man-
aging director of Ford India —
enumerated steps Bengal sho-
uld take to woo investors.

Boneham said what Ben-
gal should do is compare itself
with other states and move up
from being the worst city in
the world to do business in to
being a leader in some aspects.

“States don't have to be top
in every benchmark. They ha-
ve to show that they are among
the leaders in most of them,”
Boneham said.

US consul general Beth A.
Payne said Bengal needs to
market the fact that it appreci-
ates private enterprise as a
driver of growth.







